
from the President . . .

Mt Laurel website • www.mtlski.com
CT Ski Council website • www.skiclub.com

I write this article having just returned
from 2 midweek ski days at Okemo,
experiencing some of the best
conditions of the season. Adding to the
fun was the convenience and value of
the club lodge. Get up there soon and
don’t miss out!

We were busy again in March. Our
VP, Alison Reno, along with other long
time members welcomed our new
group of Prospective Members at the
New Member Social. Chairman Pat
Moore led a contingent of MTL
skiers to claim the winner’s title at the
CSC On Snow Winter Carnival,
giving us another year of bragging
rights. Feedback from the Jay Peak
trip has been overwhelmingly positive,
and group leaders Dave England and
Jenny Ebner played a big part in the
success of the trip. The consensus
seems to be “let’s go back.”

Thanks to Janice Bacon and her
volunteers, the St. Pat’s dinner was
another good time, and by the time
you read this we’ll know if “the
butler did it” at the murder mystery
weekend at the lodge. Several
members got to demonstrate their
acting skills, and special thanks to
Maureen Gaherty for chairing another
fun event. We appreciate her efforts.
This month will find us at Pig Roast
on the 9th, and get your act together
for Lip Sync on the 13th.

As a club we are facing a number
of issues that we’ll work together to
resolve. The annual election of
officers is April 20. Be a leader in
finding solutions by running for office.

Tom Knudsen
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Membership • Alison Reno
860-977-2142

Lodge Manager • Ray Taksar
860-647-9168

Lodge Reservations •
Lisa Durland • 860-533-1981

Lodge • 802-226-7010
Hike Chair • Gordon Gaulin

860-688-2934

Jay Peak Trip a
   Rousing Success •
The weather was great with only one
day of high winds and low tempera-
tures, which sent some of our people
on a resort-sponsored trip to the
Bogner Outlet to spend their money.
Snow conditions were the best. The
meals were outstanding, white linen
tablecloths and napkins with a gour-
met menu. Ski in/ Ski out. Easy ac-
cess. Great parties and amenities. Not
one complaint from anyone. Forty-four
people said, “Let’s do this one again.”

Important Numbers •

This year’s Lip Sync Contest is
shaping up very nicely. As a matter of
fact, I’m sure it will be one of the best
we’ve ever had. All we need now is
an audience.

Come, bring your friends, and bring
your family. The girls at the bar say
this draws more people than any other
program we do.

Hurrah for April 13th.
John Ewen

Lip Sync • 13 April

On April 6th, there will be a vote to
change the bylaws regarding member-
ship.

Membership currently runs from
Sept 1 to Aug 31 of each year. I would
like to change it so it runs the same as
our fiscal year - June 1 to May 31 of
each year. The renewal period will be
six weeks instead of the usual four and
the late fee will be enforced.

For the next calendar year the dues
will stay the same or increase $5.00
depending on the club’s decision to
institute ??? for payments.

If you have any questions, please
contact me and I will answer them.

Alison Reno, VP, 860-977-2141
Vicepresident@MtlSki.com

By-Law Change Vote

The snow is melting and it’s time for
you to return OKEMO tickets by April
29th for new ones next year. Please
look for the form on the website, at
meetings or send them to me with a
note. Just be sure to get them to me
before April 29th 2005. I will return
them to the mountain. In the fall we
each pay the difference to get them
back. Remember if you have not
picked up your 2004-2005 tickets or
paid the difference, those tickets will
automatically become the property of
MTL Skiers.

Thanks, Susan Forsdick,
126 Cypress Rd,

Newington CT 06111

Okemo Discount Ticket



13 April Our (in)famous annual Lip Sync. Don’t miss out on the fantastic
performances. Arrive early to reserve a seat. For those who want to
participate, contact John Ewen.

27 April 7:00PM - Zabbara’s Appreciation Dinner. The Club annually shows
appreciation to our hosts by holding a dinner with a 50/50 raffle, half
of the proceeds will go to our hard working wait staff at Zabbara’s.
Cost will be $12 per meal with a choice of chicken francaise or ziti
and meatballs.

Charlotte LeClair & Joe Bazzano

Deadline for May •  20 April 2005
• Third Wednesday •

April 20 is the deadline for receipt of new information for the May 2005
newsletter. All information should be to Kathy Augustyn by that date.

If you do not see Kathy at a meeting, please mail to:
17 Rising Trail Drive • Middletown CT 06457

or email kathleen.augustyn@inginvestment.com
or fax: 860-275-2845 • h 860-632-1280  • w 860-275-2389

Wednesday Night Programs • March

Killington, Pico, Mt. Snow, Sugarbush,
Bromley. You may LOSE them if you
don’t USE them this year. So get ski-
ing! Conditions are still great! The ski
areas will only except 15% of what
YOU purchased. Fill in your return
form and get to me with unused
vouchers. Form available in this
newsletter, at meetings, or the MTL
website. Best if mailed to me, since I
have plans to go to FL. Enclose a
STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED
envelope to get your receipt. Mail
before 4/29/05.

Eila McCloskey,
54 Wayne Lane,

Meriden CT 06450

Voucher Deadline •
   2004 - 2005

Tickets •
We have excess tickets available to the following areas at very reasonable prices.
Ascutney • Bolton Valley • Burke • Stratton • Okemo • Middlebury Snow
Bowl • Suicide Six

Call Norm or Marilyn Gordon at 633-0127 for price and availability.

April 20 is the date for the Annual Meeting/Election of Officers and Board
Members. Come and cast your vote for those you feel will be a force for positive
change in our club. If you want to be a candidate see a member of the election
committee. You must be a full member for at least one year to be eligible to hold
office, and nominations can also be made from the floor on that night.

Annual Meeting Election... April 20

Now at the Market...
•   One Pig (130 lbs.)
•   Roasted Red Potatoes
•   Salad
•   Fried Turkeys
•   Beer
•   Plenty of Snow
•   Cork Wine
      (red & white)
• ALL on April 9 at the Lodge
in Vermont - $15.00!!!
• P.S. Italian Danny’s Pasta
Fair - Friday $5.00

Jack, Dan, & Ron

Celebrations and
   Concerns •
Our sympathies to Marge Freeland in
the death of her father last month. Get
well wishes to Lucille Ryan for her
broken arm, which at least she broke
at the ski slope.

Thanks, Susan Forsdick

CT Breast Health Initiative is again sponsoring a race/walk in Walnut Hill Park in
New Britain on May 7, 2005. Mountain Laurel has a team of walkers each year
(you are welcome to run as well). Cost of entry is $18 if you register before 4/12
as part of our team - Mt Laurel Skiers, at www.ctraceinthepark.org. Please
participate in this worthwhile cause by walking, running or donating a pledge to
us. All participants get a free T shirt. Make sure you indicate your size and locate
the Mt Laurel Skiers site if you register on-line. Hard copy registration forms will
be available at meetings through the first Wednesday in April.

Questions? Contact chairs, Karen Grossman, kbgskier@yahoo.com or
Charlotte LeClair at charlottemv@aol.com.

2005 Connecticut Race in the Park



The Ice Breaker Bike Ride will start at the commuter lot near I-691 and Rt 10 in
Southington. There is a long and a short ride. The long ride will take you through
Cheshire, Yalesville, Sleeping Giant state park, into Hamden then back up Rt 10 or
the bike trail to the center of Cheshire then Rt. 10 North to the lot. The short Ride
will take you to the center of Cheshire then on to the bike trail as far as you like to
go then back the same way you came. We will meet up for pizza about 2pm in
Southington.

Any questions, call or contact Ron (octanehi5@aol.com) - 860-402-3209;
Mike at 860-518-1633; or Lois at Lois6163@aol.com... See You.

Ice Breaker Bike Ride • 23 April • Sat 11am

from the Vice President •
The Board of Directors will vote April 6 on acceptance of Prospective Members
as full members. Emails were sent to all Prospective Members and those that do
not have email received a phone call reminding them of requirements to be met.
Those who have not completed everything can be considered for carry-over to
next year on a case-by-case basis, and if you think that I may not know of your
committee work or ski test completion, you should contact me ASAP.

Alison Reno, Vice President 850-977-2142 • membership@mtlski.com

The Annual Banquet is not that far away. This year it is being held
at the Marinelli’s Supper Club in Burlington CT. This is our first
year here and we hope to have a great time!!! Our entertainment is
still TBA but as in the past it is sure to be spectacular!!!

The Banquet will begin at 6:30pm for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres
(cash bar) and Dinner will be served at 7:15pm with dancing to follow until 12:30am.

We have a good committee who are working diligently to make this a success for
the club. We still need more members to help sell tickets at the April meetings and
also to solicit raffle prizes. We will also need help the day of the banquet. There
are a lot of talented and generous people in the club, and we would  greatly
appreciate anyone who would donate a raffle prize. Last year we were fortunate
to receive many gifts donated by club members. Raffle prizes do not have to be
ski or bike related. All raffle prizes will be acknowledged by who donated or
solicited them and by what business is associated with the donation on our
program.

RAFFLE DONATIONS SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY MAY 4, 2005.
THIS WILL ENSURE ALL PRIZES WILL BE PRINTED IN THE
BANQUET PROGRAM.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE
CONTACT US!!!!!

Banquet Chairs: Alison Reno membership@mtlski.com
or Susan.Forsdick@us.ing.com

Annual Mt Laurel Banquet • 14 May

Even though the slopes are full of
snow, the lodge is still open, and no
one has put away their skis, it’s time
to think about the next season.

The first Monday night ride will be
held on May 2, 2005, 6:00 in
Bristol • St. Gregory’s Church •
Andy & Charlotte LeClair • 860-
283-4889  From Rt 84 take Rt 6 to
Bristol. Turn Right onto Stafford Ave.,
just past Stephen’s Auto Mall. St.
Gregory’s Church is on your left.
Pizza will follow at the Pavilion, of
course.

All rides are marked and have short,
medium, and long routes. Maps are
provided as well. Sign in/out as well
as helmets are mandatory. Water
bottles are recommended. Bike rides
will be held each Monday, at 6:00,
except holidays, until Labor Day.
Additional rides may be hosted by
other club members on weekends and
a group bikes each Wednesday from
Shrub Road in Bristol. This is a 26
mile ride and increases up to 50 miles
as light permits. Andy can be asked
about this ride. A less challenging ride
occurs every Thursday from the
Rocky Hill boat landing. Ask Ray
Taksar about this ride at meetings.

All rides have a host or hosts who
mark the route, plan  a picnic or pizza.
Rides occur at different sites through-
out the area so if you can’t make one,
there’s sure to be another, closer to
your home or work site.

If you have questions or are
interested in hosting a ride, call
Andy LeClair, 860-283-4889.

Monday Night
Bike •



April Meetings •
Zabbara’s Restaurant
Stanley Golf Course
245 Hartford Road
New Britain CT
Wednesdays, 8:00pm

Mt Laurel Skiers
P O Box 4
Farmington, CT 06034

2003-2004 Officers
President • Tom Knudsen • President@MtlSki.com
V President • Alison Reno • Vicepresident@MtlSki.com
Secretary • Jonathan Houck • Secretary@MtlSki.com
Treasurer • Tina Oswald
Asst Sec/Trea • Susan Forsdick
Past President • Eric Ardolino

Board Members • Board@MtlSki.com
Kathy Amenta
Dan Giordano
Karen Grossman
Kevin Neary
Pat Revoir
Carol Rowan
Ray Taksar

Save These Dates

April
03 NO HIKE
06 Board & Regular Meeting
08-10 MTL Pig Roast
10 NO HIKE - Pig Roast
13 Lip Sync
17 Sunday Hike - Union
20 Annual Meeting/election
25 Sunday Hike - Bolton
27 Regular Meeting
29 Return OKEMO tickets

Voucher return deadline
Killington, Pico, Bromley,
Mt. Snow, Sugarbush

May
02 Monday Night Bike, Bristol
14 Annual Banquet

MTL Skier’s newsletter is designed and produced by MG Marketing Associates of Madison 203.421.4840
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Hike with fellow Mt Laurel members on Sunday beginning in April through June. All hikes are of moderate length and
difficulty, and begin at 12:30pm followed by beer and pizza after, of course. Bring snacks, water, rain gear and sturdy hiking
shoes. I am looking for leaders to help me in leading hikes this spring. For more info call individual hike leader or Gordon Gaulin
860-688-2934.

Our listed hikes will be rated by the same system used by the Connecticut Chapter of the AMC; it combines such factors as
elevation gain, rock scrambling, footpath conditions, and steepness. Hikes rated D are the easiest and A the most difficult.
There are seven categories but only five are listed below:

D Flat terrain; little or no elevation change, easy footing
CD Intermediate between C and D
C Average terrain; moderate ups and downs with some need to watch footing
CB Intermediate between C and B
B Difficult terrain; steep climbs, considerable elevation gain or some poor footing or both

03 April - NO HIKE

10 April - NO HIKE - Pig Roast in Vermont

17 April - Union - Bigelow Hollow State Park - Gordon Gaulin - 860-688-2934
Take Rt 84 east to exit 73, (Union), Turn right onto Rt 190 east. Follow 2 miles to Rt 171. Turn right, 1.3 miles to entrance of
park, right past the pond on left. Park in the first large parking lot on the left. This hike is rated CB.

25 April - Bolton - Valley Falls - Alexis Kuchel - 860-432-0015
Take Rt 84 east to exit 66. At the end of the exit take a left. Then take a right onto Bolton Rd., then take a right onto Bread
and Milk Rd. At the end of the road take a left. Valley Falls Park is on the right for parking. This hike is rated C.

Gordon Gaulin - Hike Chairman

Sunday Hikes • April 2005

Club Race •
We were at Pico on February 26 for the Annual Club Race, and our many participants enjoyed the fine weather and snow
conditions, as well as the hospitality of the mountain. Congratulations to Men’s champion Rob Dexter and Ladies’s champion
Marguerite Meinzer.

The next day found us at Okemo’s cross country resort, where Rob Dexter picked up his second championship of the
weekend, and Pat Revoir was crowned as Ladies’s champion. Visit the club website for other racer results.

Tom Knudsen



59th ANNUAL MT. LAUREL SKIERS 
OFFICERS AND AWARDS BANQUET 

 
SATURDAY MAY 14, 2005 

MARINELLIS’ SUPPER CLUB 
175 MONCE ROAD 

BURLINGTON , CT 06013 
 
 

6:30 p.m. cocktails / Hors D’oeuvours                                        7:15 p.m. Dinner/ Awards 
 

8:30 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dancing and Fun!!! 

 
Dinner Choice___________ 
Ticket Purchase Date_______________ 
Ticket Number_____________________ 

 
Name____________________ 
Spouse/ Guest______________ 
 
Member $40.00_________ 
Non-Member $45.00_____________ 
 
____ Roast Prime Rib of Beef 
 
____Chicken Marsala 
 
____Baked Stuffed Scrod 
 
____Vegetarian Entrée 
 
***All of the above meals include Hors D’oeuvres, pasta, salad, potato ,vegetable, and dessert*** 
 

Dance Only $15.00 Member/Non Member 
MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE!!! 

NO ONE WILL BE ADMITTED WITHOUT A TICKET! 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS OR MAIL TO : 

Susan Forsdick 
126 Cypress Road 

Newington Ct 06111 
DEADLINE  MAY 4, 2005 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO  

MTL. SKIERS, INC. 
 

TICKET PURCHASE DATE________ 
TICKET #__________________ 



Friday June 3, 2005 through Sunday June 5, 2005

Details: 
High Speed Ferry out of New London* 
Friday 5:40 pm Departure/6:50 pm Arrival 
Sunday 4:10 pm Departure/5:20 pm Arrival 
These are the preferred ferry times; other times are available 
upon request.  

Accommodations at the Harborside Inn 
27 rooms available ranging from doubles housing 2 
guests, double-doubles housing 4 guests, twins 
housing 2 guests, and one family suite which 
includes double bed and trundles, sleeping 4 guests. 

Some rooms with an Ocean View – available on a 
first come first served basis 

All rooms with private baths and TV 

Activities Include: 
Saturday morning Mimosa/Bloody Mary Party 
Saturday afternoon bike trek to Ballard Beach 
Sunday Adventure (still to be determined) 

Cost:  
$189.00/per person double 
occupancy (children minus $15.00) 
 
$159.00/per person quad occupancy 
(children minus $15.00) 
 
Price includes: Hotel & taxes, Roundtrip Ferry 

and Saturday morning party 
 
Extra Cost Considerations (i.e. not included):  
Ferry: Bikes $10, Surfboards $5   EACH WAY 
Parking: $10 per day (total $30) 
 
*Driving directions and parking information will 
be provided upon final confirmation

Payment Due in Full by May 3, 2005 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Payments can made at meetings to either Michelle Rioux or Kay Leatherman 
Additional Contact Information: Michelle Rioux 860-301-0409 email MLRIOUX@ARCHCHEMICALS.COM 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: ____________________Zip: ____________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Rooming with: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Please make checks payable to Mountain Laurel Ski Club 

BRAND NEW OPTION!!!!  PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD: 
_ 

Card Type:_________________________  Account Number:________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ____________________ _Signature: ______________________________________ 
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